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the Note, and today found seven of the ten points accept-
able without great difficulty; only the two points [5 and 6]
dealing with the collaboration of Austro-Hungarian officials
in Serbia, and the point [4] dealing with the removal of
officers and civil servants to be designated ad libitum by us
seemed to him to be unacceptable in their present form;
with regard to Point 5 I was in a position to give an authen-
tic interpretation in the sense of your Excellency's telegram
No. 172 of July 25; 84 with regard to the other two points,
I said I did not know how my Government interpreted
them, but that they were both necessary demands. M.
Sazonov thought that one might for instance have in mind
consular intervention at the legal proceedings; and con-
cerning the dismissal of officials, proofs of the guilt of the
persons accused would still have to be produced. Otherwise,
King Peter would run the risk of being killed at once. I
replied that this view of the case by the Minister made
the best justification of our action in Serbia. M. Sazonov
said that we ought to remember that the Karageorgeviteh
family would, without doubt, be the last dynasty in Serbia.
Did we want to set up on our frontier an anarchistic
witches's caldron? Surely not! I replied that we cer-
tainly had an interest in the maintenance of the monarchical
form of government, but also, that the last remark of the
Minister again proved how necessary firm action on our
part in Serbia was.
By way of summing up what had been said, the Min-
ister declared that in the matter of the Note, it was really
merely a question of phraseology, and that perhaps a more
acceptable way for us could be found, by which these diffi-
culties could be gotten over. Would we accept, he said,
the mediation of our ally, the King of Italy, or that of the
84 Berchtold to Szapary, telegram no. 172, July 25, 1 P.M., A.RB.,
II, 38: "By point 5 we mean 'collaboration' in the creation of a secret
'bureau de tiirete in Belgrade, which would function like the analogous
Russian creations in Paris and Berlin, and would cooperate with the
Serbian police and administrative boards." It must be remembered that
at the time of this interview Sazonov and Szapary were not yet aware of
the text of the Serbian reply (cj. BD., 207-209).